CHAPTER II                                      19

separate dialect of the Dravidian family in the vast Vedic
and Upanisadic period. Though a fuller discussion of the
view is out of place here, it may be noted that the main
position about the origin and the antiquity of Kannada is
far from convincing. There can, however, be little doubt
as to the existence of a pre-Aryan people and language even
prior to the period of the Rgveda and much more so during
the Vedic period. It may also be conceded that one stock
of these people might be Dravidian, speaking a Dravidian
language. But there is no compelling evidence to show
that in the Vedic age, the Kannada branch of the Dravidian
stock had formed itself into a separate unit with its own
dialect. All those words in the Vedic literature, which
appear to be derived from Kannada, might have been
borrowed at the time from the parent Dravidian tongue,
the common source of all the later variants.

Another viewpoint, tracing Kannada to Vedic anti-
quity, is sponsored by Mr. D. R. Bendre. The substance
of his contention is that there are two races at the source of
the Kannada-kula, whose combination has evolved the
Kannada race, known to later history. They are the
Kannas or Kaleyas and Naras or Natas, well-known to
history and Puranic legend. It is the latter, the Natas who
by inter-mixture with Kal-Kaleyas, spread over the area
from The Kalinda mountain, Kalindi river and Kalinga
country to the western sea and gave rise to the Karnataka
race1. This inter-mixture is suggested by the two coinpo-

cf. Mataci,   pp. 253-4   (in 'Some Linguistic   Notes'  by
P. C. Bagchi, IHQ Vol. IX, No. I).
1 P. R, Bendre; Sahitya Samsodhana, pp. 156-7.